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of the former and an increase of the latter. The movement city- 
ward draws the negroes of the border States north, where the largest 
number of cities lie. For this reason it would have been useful to 
show how far the northward migration of the negroes from the bor- 
der States, which the author has established, has really been a move- 
ment to the northern cities. 

W. F. W. 



THE RUSSIAN CENSUS. 



In the Contemporary Review for December, 1897 (pages 837 to 
845), is an interesting article by E. J. Dillon on The First Russian 
Census. In 1895 the sum of 3,916,682 roubles, or about $2,000,000, 
was voted for a general census. The task was an enormous one, 
requiring the highest executive ability. This fell to M. Tro'in- 
itsky. The population is extremely heterogeneous, differing in relig- 
ion and language. A portion of the country is also inaccessible, for 
there are villages, as in the Caucasus, which are reported to be ac- 
cessible only in the heat of summer, while others, in Northern Siberia, 
can only be reached in the depth of winter. In the government of 
Moscow there are regions larger than Yorkshire in England in which 
not a single carriage road is to be found. Over one hundred million 
leaflets were distributed, these papers weighing 1060 tons. The 
census was taken on January 28th (O. S.) of this year. 

The population of the Russian Empire and the Grand Duchy of 
Finland numbers 129,211,114 souls, of whom — 

94,188,750 inhabit the 50 Governments of European Russia. 
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" Siberia. 
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" The Steppe Regions. 
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" the Provinces of Transcaspia and of Turkestan. 
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129,211,114 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 



The United States Department of Labor announces that investiga- 
tions are now being made upon the following subjects : — 
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1. An investigation relating to the effect of machinery upon 
labor and upon the cost of production, not only in labor, but in time 
and money. The field work of this investigation is closed, and the 
office is at work upon the tabulation and classification of the results. 

2. A report on wages paid in the leading countries of the world. 
Nearly 1,000,000 entries have already been made. 

3. An investigation relating to the economic aspects of the liquor 
traffic. The Department is now in the midst of the field work in 
connection with this subject, the following three lines of inquiry hav- 
ing already been taken up : — 

(a) The Liquor Problem in Relation to Industry. Under this 
head comes the consideration of the effect of the use of intoxicating 
liquors by employees in manufacturing establishments, upon railroads, 
etc., the kinds of work which lead to the use of such liquors, and all 
such matters. 

(b) The Revenue Derived from the Liquor Traffic. Under this 
head the Department is collecting from every source, including the 
Federal, State, county, and municipal governments, all the informa- 
tion relating to the revenue derived from the liquor traffic. 

(c) The Liquor Traffic. Under this head the Department is 
attempting to secure information as to the cost of carrying on the 
liquor traffic, the number of persons employed therein, the capital 
invested, etc. 

4. An investigation, covering the whole country, relating to the 
municipal ownership of gas, electric, and water plants, the object be- 
ing to ascertain the extent of the growth of municipal ownership in 
these three lines and to compare the cost to the consumer of the 
products of these plants under municipal and under private manage- 
ment. All the departments and bureaus of labor in the country, 
including the Federal and State offices, thirty-three in all, voted at 
the annual convention of the officers representing such departments 
and bureaus, held in Albany in June last, to take up, uniformly and 
contemporaneously, the study of this subject. The Department will 
commence its part of this investigation at an early day. In some 
States the work is already going on under the direction of State 
officials. 

5. Inquiry into the social, moral, and economic condition of the 
Italians of Chicago. 
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6. An investigation relating to the economic progress of the ne- 
groes in this country. The results of some preliminary studies on 
this subject will soon be published. Plans for a more extended 
inquiry are now being formulated. 



GERMAN INCOME TAX STATISTICS. 



Die mittleren Klassen der Mnkomminsteuer in einigen deutsehen 
Grosstadten in der Jahren 1880-1895. By Dr. Wilhelm Bohmert. 
In Jahrbueh fiXr Gesetzgebung, Verwaltung und Volkswirtsehaft. 
Leipzig, 1896. 

Dr. Bohmert has made an examination of the income tax statistics 
of some of the chief German cities, especially in the great industrial 
center of Saxony, Dresden, Leipsic, and Chemnitz, in order to find 
out whether the so-called middle classes are disappearing, according 
to the theories of Marx and his school. He finds that in the light 
of the income tax figures it would seem that there has been an in- 
crease in the middle class rather than a decrease. There is shown, 
however, to be a decided decrease in the lower classes, and the con- 
clusion he draws is that the lower classes are climbing up to the 
classes above. 

The results of the investigation are arranged in eleven tables. 
Unfortunately the same classes of progression in income are not 
observed for all the cities, but when reduced to a common standard 
the tables give us the following result : — 

Tax Payers Paying fbom 600 to 800 Mabks Income Tax, peb 1000 Tax Payees. 

Year 1884. Year 1892. 

Braunschweig 491 419 

Hamburg 411 283 

Dresden, 432 317 

Leipzig, 383 268 

Chemnitz, 445 354 

This decrease in the number of men with small income is noticed 
with almost no variation from 1882 to 1895. This alone would 
simply indicate a decrease in relative percentage of the lowest class 
of tax payers. It is only when we examine the next higher class 
that we see where the tax payers have gone. 



